SECRECY
a Thought which comprises within it some of the principal thoughts necessary to be borne in mind by-each person. A prayer, if true, is addressed to your better self and to no one else.
Churches have tried to persuade their members that they had some special claim on God and could get benefits by begging for them, not deserving them ; but history does not support that theory, nor would it be complimentary either to God or man to place them in such a relative position. A God who has self-respect would not lower the self-respect of man that is Himself by making him into a suppliant and a beggar.
Remember, too, the prayers of the Pharisee and the publican in the temple :
" And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others :
" Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.
" The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself: God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust^ adulterers, or even as this publican.
" I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.
" And the publican standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but he smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.